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closer; nowhere are politics more sternly conditioned by natural resources and 
climate." Three maps show the boundaries before the war, boundaries agreed 
upon by Bulgaria and Servia in secret treaty, and boundaries finally adopted. 
An excellent book. Wilbuk Greeley Burroughs. 

The Balkan Wars, 191 2-1 913. By Jacob G. Schurman. 140 pp. Map, 
index. Princeton Univ. Press, Princeton, 1914. $1. 8 x 5%. 
The author gives the history of the Turkish Empire in Europe, and of the 
earlier Slav empires. He tells how Servia, Greece, Bulgaria, etc., obtained 
their independence. He takes up the causes of the war between Turkey and 
the Balkan States in 1912, the Cretan question, and shows the diplomatic 
moves made by the nations involved. The military operations are described, 
and the terms of peace considered. The war between the Allies, filling the 
last half of the book, discusses the causes of the war, military operations, the 
part Bumania played, the problem of Albania, and the final distribution of 
territory. Maps show the Balkan Peninsula before and after the wars. 

Wilbur Greeley Burroughs. 

Servia of the Servians. By Chedo Mijatovich. New edit, ix and 234 pp. 

Ills., index. Charles Scribner's Sons, New York, 1913. $1.50. 7%x5%. 
The author, formerly Servian Minister at the Court of St. James, says that 
what he wishes to do in this book is to supply his readers "with the material 
which eventually will enable them to have a glimpse into the soul of the Servian 
people, and form their own judgment on its character and ability." He 
treats of Servian history, politics, religion, and customs, introduces typical 
Servian anecdotes, national songs, popular music, and proverbs, writes of 
Servian literature, tells of the economic resources, and gives specimens of 
Servian folk-lore and statistical data. The book is well illustrated, interesting 
and thorough. Wilbur Greeley Burroughs. 

La Turquie que l'on voit. Par L. de Launay. 2e edit. Collection des 
Voyages Illustres. 270 pp. Maps, ills. Hachette & Cie., Paris, 1914. Fr. 4. 
7% x 5. 

The book is a model of cleverly recorded, intelligent observation. It is the 
product of two trips undertaken at twenty years' interval. Its text is as ripe 
in thought as the subjects described are mellow with age. It is devoid of dis- 
tinctive features yet every page appeals forcibly to the reader. 

Leon Dominian. 

Island : Das Land und das Volk. Von Paul Herrmann. (Aus Natur 
und Geisteswelt.) 113 pp. Ills. B. G. Teubner, Leipzig, 1914. 

The modest volume embraces an encyclopaedic yet very readable account of 
the land and people of Iceland. The author has drawn upon his travels as 
well as upon much statistical material. Geographical factors are stressed. 

The brief caption "Land" includes a good geomorphological summary. 
More attention is given to the people, their history, character, economic con- 
ditions, and material and spiritual culture. The struggle against a severe 
environment, the sufferings inflicted by catastrophes of ice and fire have 
moulded a complex and contradictory national character. On the one hand, the 
Icelander is courageous, self-reliant to stubbornness, democratic, and tenacious 
of word and friendship. On the other side, the author discovers an all-per- 
vading pessimism, a tendency to theorize rather than to do, and a lack of 
energy and of perseverance, which he refers to the unfriendly nature that 
has so often set at naught the works of man. The unparalleled catastrophes 
of the eighteenth century turned the minds of the people from their bitter 
present to the glorious past. The whole nation withdrew to the quiet of in- 
tellectual life, and found release in a wonderful literary activity. 

Agriculture is described as being in need of regeneration. Sheep-raising 
and gardening alone have made appreciable progress. In some ways farm 
conditions are less good than they were a thousand years ago. More labor, 
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fertilizing, drainage, and reforestation are needed. With proper conservation 
of its resources, Iceland should support many times its present population. 

Cabl O. Sauer. 

The Botany of Iceland. Edited by L. Kolderup-Eosenvinge and Eug. 
Warming. Part 1: 1. The Marine Algal "Vegetation. By Helgi Jonsson. 
186 pp. His. 2. An Account of the Physical Geography of Iceland with 
special reference to the Plant Life. By Th. Thoroddsen. (Published by 
the aid of the Carlsberg Fund.) pp. 192-343. J. Frimodt, Copenhagen, 
1914. 10% x 7. 
Section 1 of this important work deals with the marine vegetation and is 
written by Dr. Helgi J6nsson. The author gives a list of 200 species of marine 
algss found along the coasts of Iceland. The life conditions of the marine 
vegetation (light, salinity, etc.), the horizontal distribution and the components 
of the algse flora are considered in detail. An important chapter treats of the 
vertical distribution of the Icelandic algse. Illustrated with a number of good 
photographs, the sixth chapter gives an account of the marine algal vegeta- 
tion and the sea-grass vegetation, which the author arranges under the captions 
1. The Littoral Zone: (a) the photophilous communities, (b) the shade vege- 
tation, (c) the vegetation of the tidal pools; 2. The Semi-Littoral Zone with 
its several associations; 3. The Sublittoral Zone with its associations. The 
sea-grass vegetation comprises the Zostera association found especially on the 
muddy-clay bottoms. The author gives a useful summary of the periodic 
changes of the marine algse throughout the year with a table of the fruiting 
periods of the species. 

Section 2, Part I, published two years later in 1914, gives a comprehensive 
description of the physical geography of Iceland, its lowlands, snow mountains, 
plateaus, rivers, hot springs, geysers and snow fields. The geology is given in 
detail in connection with the volcanic activity displayed by Hekla and other 
volcanoes, with the deposit of lavas and beds of ashes. The main features of 
the climate are made prominent. Chapter IV treats of the general distribu- 
tion of plant life and Chapter V is an interesting sketch of the chief plant 
formations of Iceland, such as that of the coast line, of the fresh water, wet 
soil, river gravels, rocky flats, sandy tracts, lava streams, the grassland, the 
home-field, the heather moors and birch coppices where Betula Odorata may 
grow to a height of 8-9 meters. John W. Harshbebgeb. 

Iceland : Horseback Tours in Saga Land. By W. S. C. Russell, xii 
and 314 pp. Ills., index. R. G. Badger, Toronto, 1914. $2. 8 x 5%. 
The author's experience as geologist during the summer of 1911, in the 
Stackhouse expedition, and in his other visits to Iceland in 1909, 1910 and 
1913, make a book of considerable interest to the earth scientist. On the other 
hand, the volume is well designed for popular reading. To the geologist the 
more or less fragmentary references to earth features are suggestive. A Ter- 
tiary tree, five inches in diameter, with replacements by zeolites and chalcedony, 
and the discovery of Pliocene shells indicate the possibilities of future work 
along this line on the east coast. Some lignitic beds were found, but the au- 
thor declares against any probable extent of coal beds, because "the fierce 
volcanic fires would have destroyed this substance had it ever existed." He 
seems to have forgotten that anthracite beds of considerable importance have 
been developed by the baking due to intruded lavas. The great volcanic mass 
of Hecla, the geyser region and the numerous areas of extinct volcanoes are 
interestingly described. The industry and intelligence of the people and their 
honesty are emphasized. The photographs are numerous and excellent. 

F. V. Emerson. 

WORLD AND PARTS OP IT 

Social Forces in England and America. By H. G. Wells. 415 pp. 

Harper & Brothers, New York, 1914. $2. 9x6. 
A collection of uncorrected essays, ranging from Bleriot's crossing of the 
English Channel by aeroplane, to the contemporary novel, the endowment of 



